
Dear Lee County Commissioners,​
​
We urge you to pass a moratorium on conventional drilling, fracking, and data centers in Lee County. 
 
We, the undersigned, have profound concerns about Deep River Data’s intention to extract shale gas to power a data center for artificial 
intelligence. This type of project has never been done before in North Carolina. Passing a moratorium will give the county time to study 
the impacts of fracking combined with onsite gas refining, power generation, & an AI data center. This also gives the county time to 
determine how best to protect its people and valuable natural resources from this new type of land use.  
 
The air, water, and noise pollution that would come with this project would put our health and our economy at risk. Lee County’s 
geology puts us at great risk of groundwater contamination since the shale gas is very close to the groundwater. Fractures from gas 
extraction are known to travel up to 2,000 feet–greater than the distance between the gas and the groundwater in Lee County. 
 
Right now, Lee County is growing and just ended 2025 financially ahead. A damaging set of industrial projects like this puts future 
growth at risk. Doing nothing while a proposal to drill or frack to power an AI data center moves through the application process could 
leave the county with few options to regulate this industrial project later. Now is the time to act and pass a moratorium. 
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