
Public Hearing & Vote on Sanford’s Data Center Rules 
April 21 - 5pm at 225 E. Weatherspoon St. Sanford 

Ask for a moratorium! (how would a moratorium help? Talking points below!) 
 

Sanford is considering a set of data center rules. It’s great start, but they have some serious holes. Some of the 
rules are great (like no 24/7 generators!). However, we need the �me to con�nue collabora�ng to make rules 
that truly protect the community. Here are the: 
 

TOP 5 Reasons Why Sanford Should Pass a Data Center Moratorium on April 21 
 

1.) High electric bills- The rules do not protect against increased electric bills for local residents. 

• What can the city do? Limi�ng a data center’s electricity usage. Clay County, NC limits data 
centers to 2MW. Anything over 10MW per year is considered a hyperscale data center.  

Do we really need to welcome a massive hyperscale data center to Sanford? 

• A moratorium would give �me for NC’s legislature to fix the law that forces regular customers to 
pay for some of the fuel to power data centers & other big customers. 

2.) Lost local tax revenue: earlier this month the NC Commerce Department released a report showing 
that state and local governments are losing billions of dollars because of tax exemp�ons for data 
centers.  

• A bill is dra�ed for ending this tax exemp�on, and the legislature is about to come back in 
session. Allowing data centers under current laws, could make Sanford lose out on important 
tax revenue. 

3.) We don’t need more toxic chemicals in our water. In a data center closed-loop water cooling system, 
many chemicals (including PFAS), can be added to the water. When it’s �me to replace the water in the 
system, those chemicals go into the wastewater.  

• TriRiver Water does not currently treat its wastewater, and won’t have a system in place un�l 
2028. So even if they have enough treatment capacity, they may not be able to prevent more 
contamina�on from wastewater. Another good reason to pause.  

4.) Drought. North Carolina and Sanford are in a historic drought right now. Who gets priority when water 
is restricted, the people or the data center? 

• Sanford and Lee County can place a limit on how large a data center can be. For example, 
limi�ng how many megawats of power use it will accept. That would help lower water use. 

5.) What is the rush? Unless there is something the city hasn’t shared, there isn’t any data center proposal 
on the table right now. (Except for the Cumnock site, involving drilling or fracking for gas, & no fracking 
moratorium has been shared with the public).  

• Best prac�ces on how to limit air pollu�on, noise, increase setbacks, and noise pollu�on are s�ll 
being carefully researched in other coun�es with moratoria. The community should not feel 
cornered into accep�ng these rules on this �meline.  

Botom line: The city can get immediate protec�on from a moratorium, AND con�nue to �ghten up the rules. 
That way, later on they can pass rules that truly protect Sanford & have strong public support. 


